"THREATENING DANGER OF WAR" IN GERMANY   525
of war in the enemy's country. Mobilization started the
military machine in motion, and once in motion, for tech-
nical reasons, it was virtually impossible to halt it without
dislocation of the long-prepared and minutely worked out
plan of campaign. Though the civilian authorities might
want to stop the machine at the frontier, and might prom-
ise that they would do so, as the Tsar promised the Kaiser,
it was doubtful whether they would be able to do so, owing
to the insistent arguments of the military authorities that
any interference with the carefully prearranged schedule
would be disastrous. Even the Kaiser, whose authority in
civil and military matters was not least among monarchs,
on understanding from Lichnowsky that England might
guarantee the neutrality of France, for a moment on Au-
gust 1, thought he could halt the German army, once in
motion, from crossing the frontier into Luxemburg. But
even he was quickly overborne by Moltke and by the news
that Lichnowsky had made a "mistake," and made to real-
ize that it was impossible.108 And, as a matter of fact, at
this very moment, a detachment of German soldiers ap-
peared already to have crossed the frontier and violated the
neutrality of Luxemburg.109
Furthermore, the argument leaves out of view the fact,
just suggested, that when mobilizations have taken place,
"military necessity" tends to prevail over the diplomatic
considerations of the civilians. This was particularly true in
Germany. It was perfectly recognized in St. Petersburg
and Paris, as well as in Berlin, that as Germany would have
to fight a war on two fronts, and as she was threatened by
the superior number of troops which Russia and France
could bring against her, she would have to strike her main
blow first at one and then at the other. She could not divide
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